CHAPTER V

THE ' WOCHENBLATT '   PARTY----THE   CRIMEAN   WAR

IN the circles opposed to the monarchy some little hope
was retained on behalf of the German cause by means of
leverage according to the views of the Duke of Coburg, of
English and French assistance, but primarily of Liberal
sympathies among the German people. The active and
practical realisation of these hopes was confined to the
little circle of the Court opposition, which, under the name
of the Bethmann-Hollweg group, tried to win over the
Prince of Prussia to themselves and their efforts. This
was a group which had no hold at all upon the people,
and very little upon the National Liberal tendency indi-
cated by-the name of ' Gotha.' I never exactly regarded
these gentlemen as German national enthusiasts, far from
it. Count Charles von der Goltz, who is still alive (1891),
and was for many years the influential aide-de-camp of the
Emperor William, to whom he kept access always open
for his brother and his brother's friends, was originally a
polished and sensible officer of the Guards, an out-and-out
Prussian courtier, who only took so much interest in extra-
Prussian Germany as his position at Court necessitated,
He was a man of the world and a sportsman; good-looking,
a favourite with the ladies, and cut a good figure in Court
ballrooms. Politics, however, were not his first thought,
but only became of value to him when he had need of
them at Court. That the remembrance of Olmiitz was the
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